
APRIL 2026 | Monthly Newsletter of Franklin Presbyterian Church 

 
Holy Week 

Wednesday, April 1 at Nazarene 
Thursday, April 2 at Harvesters 

Good Friday, April 3 at  
First United Methodist 

(all services at Noon and 
sponsored by the FS Ministerial 

Fellowship) 

 

One Great Hour  
of Sharing  

Sunday, April 5 
 

 

 

EASTER AT FPC  
Maundy Thursday 

April 2 at 7 pm  
Easter Breakfast 

9:00 am 
Easter Sunday 

10:45 am in the Sanctuary 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The FPC Church Office  

will be closed on Monday, April 6. 

The Lamplighter 

 Holy Week/Easter 

 Pastor’s Pen 

 Session Highlights 

 News & Events 

 Stewardship Corner 

 April Daily  

Lectionary Readings 

 April Calendar 

 Looking Ahead 

 Worship Opportunities 

 

 

In This Issue 



ANTICIPATION 

The sunlit days are longer than they were just a week ago; the temperatures are warmer. A sudden cold 

front frightens us that the weather might go backwards; we want Spring to come so badly. 

The feelings of wanting seem right for the ending of Lent and the beginning of Holy Week. It begins on 

Sunday, March 29th, with a triumphant entry of Jesus, with people shouting Hosanna in the Highest, 

Blessed is He Who Comes In The Name of the Lord!" Only then to end on Friday with the people shouting 

CRUCIFY HIM! 

 

Holy week is filled with promises and tension, rejoicing and great darkness. Thank God for Easter 

morning and the entry of light into this dark world. 

Our world today is filled with promises and tension as well, isn’t it? We live peaceably enough in 

Franklin and the surrounding areas; we sleep in soft beds under clean sheets; we haven’t missed any 

meals; and we, assuming the laundry’s been done, have a choice of things to wear. We gripe about the 

price of groceries and gas and then place our orders online for stuff that makes our lives easier, better, 

happier. On Sundays, we go to church and shout, sort of, after all, we are Presbyterians, Hosannah in the 

highest, Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Then we receive a blessing and go about our 

week. Does the way we live out our lives that week scream Hosana’s or…? 

 

Being a disciple of Christ is hard; it is filled with tension, as Paul said, between doing what I should do 

and doing what I want to do. These weeks coming up, Holy Week, Easter, and then Eastertide should 

bring to each of us that same longing that warmer and longer days of Spring bring to us. We should be in 

anticipation; we should be in awe of how far Hosanna in the highest will go to make sure that we are 

with Him forever. 

 

Our God and His Son put it all on the line for you and for me. He has given us His Holy Spirit to nag us, to 

warn us, to lead us from Sunday to Sunday with those same words of praise and joy upon our lips, so that 

you and I can say each day, Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord, look at what He has done! 

 

Pastor Tim 

 
        

Pastor’s Pen 



 
 

“He is not here,  
He Has RISEN! 

 
-Mark 6:16 

 

 
 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS-MARCH 24, 2026  
 

 Approved Jennifer Shannon to lead an Alcoholics Anonymous “11-step” group, which begins 

with about 20 minutes of meditation or prayer before discussion, in the Parlor on Thursdays 

from 6-7 pm, beginning February 18. 

 Approve church workday for Saturday, April 25, 2026 

 Approve LWW Fundraiser lunch on Sunday, April 26 for the purpose of an update on team 

activities and meeting in-country coordinator Pablo Perez. 

 

 

This Easter, we will have a cell phone 
with Portrait mode and two Instax 

(Polaroid-style) cameras available during 
the Easter breakfast and after the worship 
service, so dress up and have fun! Make 
sure to find Bailey if you want a picture!  

 
 



LWW Update 
 

Our Living Waters for the World team had a wonderful and very 
successful trip to the Jucanyá Elementary School in Panajachel, 
on the northeast shore of Lake Atitlán! Over the course of five 
days, Caren and Joe helped In-Country Technician Luis build and 
install the system, including sending pipes up three stories! 
Meanwhile, Robin, Donna, and In-Country Coordinator Pablo 
worked with eighteen teachers, parents, and other school staff, 
sharing lessons on handwashing, hygiene, the correct uses of 
purified water, germ theory, and supporting stories from the 
Bible that show that clean water is a gift from God, just as Jesus 
Christ is living water for our bodies and souls! Pablo also aided 
Bailey and the school’s Principal Juan Alberto in fleshing out the 
plan for making and distributing the water the system produces. 
 
On Friday, we had a problem-solving exercise as the water the 
system made was brown! Dissolved iron in the well water had 
oxidized, turning rusty when the water moved through the 
ozone purifier. But with multiple people’s quick thinking, we 
exchanged the well water for municipal and produced our first 
bottle of pure, clear water. 
 
This quick note and these pictures are just a preview of what’s 
to come—join us after worship on Sunday, April 26 for a Guate-
malan Feast, stories, pictures, and a chance to meet Pablo, our 
In-Country Coordinator, who will be visiting us that day! 

MATTHEW 25 CLOTHES CLOSET 
 

Every week we are finding more organizations 
supporting the Matthew 25 Clothes Closet. 

 
During the month of March, the Church of  

Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints held a clothing 
drive to supply us with children’s clothes.  Most 
were brand new.  They brought SO much and 

we are so thankful! 
 

Also, Shady Grove Baptist Church has a  
member who works at Pop Shelf in Bowling 

Green.  They brought 3 huge boxes of 
fleece  coats, slippers, hats, gloves and lots of 

sweat shirts and sweat pants.  We will be  
prepared for next winter.  

 
Then, a church in Portland gave us $300 and an 
individual donated $500.  We are truly blessed! 

 
We have worked hard to get our spring and 

summer clothes on the shelves and racks and 
move winter to the basement.  We are always 

in need of volunteers, so let Debbie Wyatt 
know if you can lend a hand. 

You are Invited! 
What:  WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

 Finding Resilience, Joy, and Our Identity  
in Jesus Christ 

When: April 20 at 11:00 AM 
                    

Where: In the Cornerstone 
Debby Helton will lead our discussion for Lesson 

Eight : Remembering Jesus’ Baptism.  If you 
need a study guide, please see Sue Zust. 

A light lunch will be provided.  Please let Jan  
Albert (317-679-5040) or Dianne Shutt (270-
776-4762) know if you will not be attending.  

 

 



 
APRIL 
ELDER OF THE MONTH: 

Barry Hain 
ELDER HELPER: 

Keith Lawrence 
FRIEND OF THE MONTH: 

Sylvia Pulliam 

Ruling Elders  
Serving on Session: 

Barry Hain 
Keith Lawrence 
Bob Heidbrink 
Caren Gibson 
Donna Houston 
Larry Smith 
Justin Henninger 
Debby Helton 
Sam Halcomb 

Mar. Avg. Attendance: 51 
Mar. 1  45   
Mar. 8  56  
Mar. 15  41 
Mar. 22  47 
Mar. 29  64 
 

Mar. Avg. Offering: $2,224.00 
Mar. 1  $2,667.00 
Mar. 8  $1,795.00 
Mar. 15  $1,930.00 
Mar. 22  $1,662.00 
Mar. 29  $3,068.00 
 
March Online Giving: 

$1,358.30 
 

Avg. Wkly. Income Needed 
for Budget:  
$2,961.54 

 
 

Stewardship Corner 

www.facebook.com/franklinpresbyterian 

DEACONS: 
Linda Knight 

Meredith Halcomb 

Sylvia Pulliam 

CLERK OF SESSION:  

Donna Houston 

 
Next Session Meeting:  

Tuesday, April 28 at 5 pm 

http://www.facebook.com/franklinpresbyterian




 



 



 

CONTACT US: 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday thru Thursday 

9:00 a.m.—2:30 pm 
 

CLOTHES CLOSET 

Tuesday & Thursday 

12:00-2:00 pm 
 

TELEPHONE 

(270) 586-4535 
FAX 

(270) 586-4592 
 

CHURCH STAFF: 

Tim Leigh 
Transitional Pastor 

Rev. Bailey Pickens 
Community 

Connections Director 

Candice Mendoza,  
Office Manager 

Jason Matteson, 
Music Director 

Donna Houston, 
Organist 

Shirley Crutcher, Nursery 

Looking Ahead 
—May 
 

ELDER OF THE MONTH:  
Larry Smith 

ELDER HELPER:  
Debby Helton 

FRIEND OF THE MONTH 
 Debbie Wyatt 

• May 10:   FPC Woman of the Year 

• May 25:  Memorial Day  

 

 

 



Franklin Presbyterian Church 
201 North College Street 
Franklin, KY 42134 

 

 

Do you have something to go in the 
May Lamplighter? Submit it to the 

office by Monday, April 27. 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES 

 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Sundays at 9:30 am 
(no Sunday School 04/5) 

 
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sundays at 9:30 am-NURSERY 

(no Sunday School 04/5) 
 

BIBLE STUDY 
Please continue to join us on 

Wednesdays at 4:30 for our Animate 
Study. This study will conclude on 

Wednesday, April 15. After that there 
will be a short break. Keep checking 

your email for updates on what’s next! 

 


